122                         QUEEN ELIZABETH                      CHAP.

fighting and expenses." "If I am to go to war/'
argued Elizabeth, " I cannot marry your brother; for
my subjects will say that I am dragged into it by my
husband, and they will grudge the expense. Suppose,
instead of a marriage, we have an alliance not binding
me to open war; then I will furnish you with money
underhand. You know you have got to fight. You
cannot afford to let Philip go on increasing his power."

Henry remained doggedly firm. No marriage, no
war. At last, finding she could not stir him, Eliza-
beth again concluded a treaty of marriage, but with
the extraordinary proviso that six weeks should be
left for private explanations by letter between herself
and Alei^on. Tt soon appeared what this meant. In
these six weeks Elizabeth furnished her suitor with
money, and incited him to make a sudden attack on
Parma, who was then besieging Cambray, close to the
French frontier. Ale^on, thinking himself now sure
of the marriage, collected 15,000 men; and Henry,
though not openly assisting him, no longer prohibited
the enterprise. But, as soon as Elizabeth thought
they were sufficiently committed, she gave them to
understand that the marriage must be again deferred,
that her subjects were discontented, that she could
only join in a defensive alliance, but that she would
furnish money " in reasonable sort" underhand.

All this is very unscrupulous, very shameless, even
for that shameless age. Hardened liars like Henry
and Alen^on thought it too bad. They were ready
for violence as well as fraud, and availed themselves
of whichever method came handiest. Elizabeth also
used the weapon which nature had given her. Being